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Dear Parents and Carers
End-of-year reports: keeping you informed
Your child will be bringing home their end of year
summary reports tomorrow. Most of you would have
had a longer, more detailed report in the spring term,
attended two parents’ evenings and spoken to your
child’s teacher, so you will have a good idea of how
your child is doing in school. If your child is in Early
Years (nursery and reception), your report will show
you how well he or she is doing in the seventeen Early
Learning Goals. In all other year groups, the report will
show you:






how much progress your child has made,
whether they have met the standard for their
age
an indication about their behaviour attitude
and relationships
a personalised teacher comment
Attendance data

In Year 1, you will also find out if your child has met
the national phonics standard. In Years 2 and 6, you
will also find out about your child’s statutory SATs
assessments.

One of the best ways to keep up with what your child
is doing is Marvellous Me. So far over 95% of you have
signed up, which is great. Having looked at the
remaining 5%, this contains a lot of children who could
be doing better than they are at the moment and good
communication with home can help this. If you are
one of the few people who have yet to sign up, please
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make this a priority for the new school year. We’re
aiming for 100%
PSA News
The summer fayre made an amazing £911 profit.
Many thanks as always to the stalwarts who work
unstintingly for the benefit of our children. We will be
using this money to significantly reduce the cost of our
visit from Theatre Alibi at Christmas. They will be
visiting to perform a new play: Table Mates. Your
generosity and the hard work of the PSA means that
we can reduce the price of tickets from £3.60 per child
to £2. More details nearer the time.
Pupil Questionnaire
In the summer term 2017, I gave all the children in KS1
and KS2 a questionnaire about their experiences at
school. I did the same again this term. The
questionnaire has fifty questions and in 68% of those
questions, the children gave the same or higher score
than this time last year. I am particularly pleased that
there has been an improvement in those areas we
have been working on:
 There has been a 7% increase in pupils saying
that they are helped to do lots of PE. Physical
activity is a focus for us and Mrs Crocock’s
efforts in this area are obviously paying off.
 An amazing 100% of pupils now say they like
their teachers and the percentage of children
saying that teachers help them to work hard
has risen by 5%
 More children (89%) now say that their
classrooms are clean and tidy and I know
teachers and our cleaning team have been
working hard in this area.
 Although only 69% of children say that
children are good at our schools, this is a 6%
improvement on last year’s rating and again,
an area on which we have been working.

Solihull Parent Group – week beginning 24th September
Mrs Leather, Mrs Ellis and a group of parents have just finished our first, ten-week course on Understanding Your
Child. We have been really pleased with how it has gone. The course is open to any parent who wants to reflect on,
and maybe improve the way they interact with their children. Being a parent is the most important thing many of us
will do and it’s not always easy. This course recognises this and brings together people who would like to do things
differently. Our second course begins in the week beginning 24th September (day to be confirmed) and we will be
sending out more details nearer the time.
We are coming to the end of the first full year of Oasis Day Nursery and what a journey we have
been on. We now have a well-established staff, purpose-built, high-quality accommodation and
a growing local reputation. We now have 104 children registered and all children in Sycamore
are transferring into Reception next year. Spread the word.
Do let us know...
There have been a couple of occasions recently where children have “dropped out” of activities and events we have
organised, such as clubs and the Y6 play and camping trips. As a matter of course, I would expect parents to let us
know at times like this and for the children to give an explanation. I told some of the children a story from my
childhood when my mum made me walk to see the Akela of my Cub Scout Group to tell him that I wanted to leave
and join a local gym club. It taught me a valuable lesson in commitment and manners and I would like all Whipton
children to do the same.
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Holiday Club
With the summer holiday approaching fast, there is still time to sign up for five
days’ activities for an amazing £7.50 per day, including lunch. You can contact
Sam Steer at Premier Sports directly via their Facebook page, Premier Exeter, as
he may be able to get you an even better deal.
Whipton Barton Life-skills
Talking about being active, we are developing a programme of life-skills across
both schools covering three broad areas: physical health, self-care and
community. Two areas which will be of immediate interest to you will be
swimming and cycling. We will be having a big push on these in September, with
special treats for children who can already or who learn to swim and ride a bike; a
sort of “no-swim, no-treat” incentive. Give your child a head-start by going to the
pool over the summer!

Hello, goodbye...
We are saying goodbye to a few of our staff at the end of this week. Mrs Grimshaw has moved on from her role on
the desk in the infant office and we are interviewing for her replacement tomorrow. KS2 teaching assistants Mrs
Hind and Mrs Lawson are also leaving us. Mrs Hind has been with us for almost three years and Mrs Lawson for a
very impressive nineteen years! We wish them both well in their new ventures. We also say goodbye to Ms Tirrell
who has been teaching her Y4 class since January. She starts her new job as a school improvement officer for a
group of schools in South Devon. Mrs Steer will be off to have her baby, following Mrs West whose baby is due just
about now! Finally, we say goodbye and good luck to our Y6 children and the Infant School says cheerio to Y2 as
they prepare for Y3. We are welcoming two new teachers into the junior school: Mrs Sims-Walton who will be
teaching in Y3 and Mr Semple who will be teaching in Y5. Mrs Wills will be back from her maternity leave for three
days a week, having been in to school this term to catch up with developments .

